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sense of right or wrong; and a great deal of the
evils which men suffer arise from their acting in a
manner contrary to that in which they feel that they
ought to act; thereby it may be entailing misery not
only on themselves, but also, and even it may be in
the first instance, on others who are innocent of par-
ticipation in their wrong-doing. Now all this class
of evils would be avoided if all men would only act
always in accordance with what is right. The ques-
tion then arises, If there be no limitation to the power
of the Supreme Being, and if He desires the happiness
of His creatures, why should not man have been so
constituted as always to act rightly ? In that case
there might still have been some suffering belonging
to his animal nature just as there is in the case of
the lower animals; but at least those dire evils
which arise from wrong-doing would have been
avoided.

ISTow it seems that there are only t\vo conceivable
alternatives as to what might have been ; either man
must have been endowed with a free will, capable of
acting in accordance with the will of God, but also
capable of acting in opposition thereto, or else he
must have been made a sort of machine, incapable of
acting otherwise than in accordance with the course
laid down for him. On the latter plan he could not
arrive at the dignity of a being always doing right,
though he had the power of doing wrong; always acting